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PASTORS of church In 1 Eng- 
Land, at a MEETING in Boſton, 


Jah 7, 1743. 


| Occaſion 'd by the late 
Harry Revivar of RELIGION. 
in many Parts of the Land, 2 


. 


| To which are added, 
ATTzsTATIONS contain'd in LeTTEzRs from a 
Number of their Brethren, who were providen- 
tially hinder'd from giving their Preſence. | 
WITH OSS 


A REcoMMENDATION' of it by the Revd. Dr. 4 77. 
as the plaineſt and fulleſt Atteſtation to the late Work 
of Divine Grace in New England. 
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The RECOMMENDATION. © 


ANY are the Papers and Letters, the 
Pamphlets and little Books, which theſe 
three Years paſt I have received from 3 

| » New-England, moſt of which agree in "Y 
atteſting to the great Work of God in the Con- 3 
verſion of Souls throughout that Country from a 
meer formal Profeſſion to real inward Religion 

and Godlineſs. They declare plainly that theſe 
divine Events have been much more frequent and 

numerous than has been uſually found on ſuch an 
Extent of Ground, or in ſuch a Space of Time. The 
Evidences of this Work, ſo far as they are durable 
and laſting, ſeem to me to be very conformable to 
Scripture, and carry in them ſufficient Reaſon to 
raiſe and ſupport our Belief. 

It is granted, that ſome of theſe Papers and Books 
alſo declare, that there have been ſeveral great Er- 
rors ariſing there; particularly Antinomian and Eu- 
thuſiaſtic Opinions have broken forth amongſt them, 
and ſome diſorderly Practices appeared, ſuch as 
young Preachers and Exhorters wandering through 
their Towns without any apparent and regular Call | 
of any kind either from God or Men. By this Means | 
a Negligence of their own Paſtors and Diſaffection | 
to them has been unhappily encouraged among ſome 
of the People, together with a violent Spirit of 
Cenſure and Uncharitableneſs. 1 

Theſe Things have created ſeveral Contentions 

in the Country; but they all evidently ariſe from 
the mixed State of Things in this World, from the 
Follies and Imperfections even of good Chriſtians, 
from the Weakneſs and real Madneſs of ſome Men, 
together with the Wickedneſs of others, and per- 
haps alſo from the Malice of fallen Angels, endea- 
vouring to darken and diſgrace the Work of the 
Spirit of God on the Soul. 

The very Men that have atteſted this blefſed Work 
of God, have with Sorrow ſeen and acknowledged theſe 
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RECOMMENDATION. 


Errors and Diſorders ; they have ſpoken and written 


much againſt them, and faithfully endeavoured to 
prevent and ſuppreſs them ; but they have not been 
able to ſhut their Eyes againſt the Glory of divine 
Grace, which has attended the Miniſtry of the Word. 
It muſt be confeſs'd alſo to the Honour of this 


ſacred Event, that in a great many Parts of New- 


England, as well as in the Towns near Glaſgow in 
Scotland, where this ſame Work has been remar- 
kable theſe two Years paſt, it has been carried on for 
the moſt Part under the Labours of their own ftated 
Paſtors and Miniſters. And it muſt be acknowledged 
that *tis much the ſame Doctrine which prevails in 
Scotland and in New-England, which has been de- 
livered down to us by our firſt Reformers from Po- 
pery, which has been the happy Means of this j Joy- 


ful Work in both Places. 


*Tis true we are informed that there remain yet 


ſome of theſe Irregularities in New-England, and 


ſometimes have given Occaſion of Strife among; the 
Churches; but fo far as I can judge, theſe are by no 
Means ſufficient to deſtroy the Evidence that the Work 
is divine, And I hope that in due Time the Rays of 


the Sun of Righteouſneſs will ſcatter all theſe Miſts 


which vbſcure his glorious Work, and that the Power 


of Chriſt: in the Converſion of Souls ſhall appear il- 
luſtrious, and be honoured according to its Merit. 


The Atteſtation to this Work of God on the Souls 
of Men which is given in this Pamphlet, from above 
one hundred and ten Miniſters, who are all Paſtors of 


Churches, in their Convention at Boſton laſt Fuly, af- 


fords perhaps the plaineſt and fulleſt Witneſs to this 


Work which I have met with; and I thought it 
might be very proper to appear in London, that the 


World, u ho are very free to cenſure and reproach any 


uncommon Appearances of God among Men, may ſee 


and judge a little more juſtly concerning the Affairs of 
Religion i in New- England in the 225 Day. 


Stoſe-Neabing ton, | - I WATTS; 
— o 9 2 
_ 5 Y s 4 


near London, Fa- 
73,1 4th, 1743-4. 


T HE 


Teſtimony and Advice 


Of a Number of Paſtor 5, reſs a Ging ** 


late happy Revival of Religion. 


F it is the Duty of every one, capable of Obſer- 
vation and Reflection, to take a conſtant religi- 
ous Notice of what occurs in the daily Courſe 
of common Providence ; how much more is it 

expected that thoſe Events in the divine CEconomy, 
wherein there is a ſignal Diſplay of the Power, Grace 
and Mercy of God in behalf of the Church, .ſhould 
be obſerv'd with ſacred Wonder, Pleaſure and Grati- 
tude Nor ſhould the People of GOD content 


2 * 


themſelves with a len: Notice, but publiſʒß with the 


Ld of Thankſgiving, and tell of all his wondrous 
Works. 1 A 

More particularly, When CHRIST is pleas'd to 
come into his Church in a plentiful Effuſion of his 
Holy Spirit, by whoſe powerful Influences the Mini- 
ſtration of the Word is attended with uncommon 
Succeſs, Salvation-work carried on in an eminent 
Manner, and his Kingdom, which is within Men, and 
conliſts in Righteouſneſs and Peace and Foy in the 
Holy Ghoſt, is notably advanced, —THIS is an Event 
which above all other invites the Notice, and beſpeak 
the Praiſes of the Lord's People, and ſhould be de- 


clar*d abroad for a Memorial of the divine Grace; - 
as it tends to confirm the Divinity of a deſpiſed Goſ. 
| h B | 


Pel, 
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pel, and manifeſts theWork of the Holy Spirit in the 
Application of Redemption, which too many are 
ready to reproach as it may have a happy Ef- 
fect, by the divine Bleſſing, for the Revival of Re- 
ligion in other Places; and the Enlargement of the 
Kingdom of CHRISTH in the World; and as it 
tends to enliven the Prayers, ſtrengthen the Faith, 
and raiſe the Hopes, of ſuch as are waiting for the 
Kingdom of God, and the coming on of the Glory of 
the latter Days. 5 
But if it is juſtly expected of all who profeſs them- 
ſelves the Diſciplesof CH RIS, that they ſhould openly 
acknowledge and rejoice in a Work of this Nature, 
wherein the Honour of their divine Maſter is ſo 
much concerned; How much more is it to be look*d 
for from thoſe who are employ*d in the Miniſtry of 
the LORD FESUS, and fo ſtand in a ſpecial Relation 
to Him, as Servants of his Houſhold, and Officers 
in his Kingdom? Je ftand as Watchmen upon 
the Walls of Jeruſalem; and it is their Buſineſs not 
only to give the Alarm of War when the Enemy is 
approaching, but to ſound the Trumpet of Praiſe 
when the King of Zion cometh, in a meek Triumph, 
having Salvation.—— % hl + 
For theſe and other Reaſons, We, whoſe Names 
are hereunto annexed, Paſtors of Churches in Neu- 
England, met together in Boſton, July 7th 1743, think 
it our indiſpenſable Duty, (without judging or cen- 
furing fuch of our Brethren as cannot at preſent ſee 
Things in the ſame Light with us) in this open and 
conjunct Manner to declare, to the Glory of ſovereign 
Grace, our full Perſwaſion, either from what we have 
ſeen ourſelves, or received upon credible Teſtimony, 
That there has been a happy and remarkable Revival 
of Religion in many Parts of this Land, thro* an un- 
common divine Influence; after a long Time of great 
Decay and Deadneſs, and a ſenſible and very awful 


With- 


1 


Withdraw of the Holy Spirit from his Sanctuary 


among us.— 


4 


Tho? the Work of Grace wro't on the Hearts of 
Men by the Word and Spirit of GOD, and which 
has been more or leſs carried on in the Church from 
the Beginning, is always the ſame for Subſtance, and 
agrees, at one Time and another, in one Place or 
Perſon and another, as to the main Strokes and Li- 
neaments of it, yet the preſent Wort appears to be 
markable and extraordinary. | 
On Account of the Numbers wrought upon We 


never before ſaw ſo many brought under Soul- 
concern, and with Diſtreſs making the Inquiry, 


What muſt me do to be ſaved ? And theſe Perſons of 
all Characters and Ages. With Regard to the 
Suddenneſs and quick Progreſs of it. Many Perſons 
and Places. were ſurprized with the gracious Viſit 


together, or near about the ſame Time; and the 


heavenly Influence diffus'd itſelf far and wide like 
the Light of the Morning. —Alſo in Reſpe& of 
the Degree of Operation, both in a Way of Terror 
and in a Way of Conſolation; attended in many with 


unuſual bodily Effects. | 
Not that all who are accounted the Subjects of 


the preſent Work, have had theſe extraordinary De- 


grees of previous Diſtreſs and ſubſequent Joy. But 
many, and we ſuppoſe the greater Number, have 
been wrought on in a more gentle and ſilent Way, 


and without, any other Appearances than are com- 


mon and uſual at other Times, when Perſons have 


been awakened to a ſolemn Concern about Salva- 


tion, and have been thought to have paſs'd out of 
a State of Nature into a State of Grace. | 
As to thoſe whoſe inward Concern has occaſioned 
extraordinary outward Diſtreſſes, the moſt of them 
when we came to converſe with them, were able to 


give, what appear'd to us, a rational Account of what 


ſo affected their Minds; viz. A quick Senſe of their 
DB: | Guilt, 
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Guilt, Mifery and Danger; and they would often 


mention the Paſſages in the Sermons they heard, or 
particular Texts of Scripture, which were ſet home 


upon them with ſuch a powerful Impreſſion.— 
And as to ſuch whoſe Foys have carried them into 


Tranſports and Extafies, they in like, Manner have 
accounted for them, from a lively Senſe of the 
Danger they hop'd they were freed from, and the 
Happineſs they were now poſſeſs'd of; ſuch clear 
Views of divine and heavenly Things, and particu- 
larly of the Excellencies and Lovelineſs of JIESus 


 CarrsrT, and ſuch ſweet Taſtes of redeeming Love 


as they never had before. The Inſtances were 
very few in which we had Reaſon to think theſe 
ions were produced by viſionary or ſenſible 
Repreſentations, or by any other Images than ſuch 
as the Scripture itſelf preſents unto us. | 
And here we think it not amiſs to declare, that in 


dealing with theſe Perſons we have been careful to 


inform them, That the Nature of Converſion does 
not conſiſt in theſe paſſionate Feelings; and to warn 


them not to look upon their State ſafe, becauſe they 


have paſs'd out of deep Diſtreſs into high Joys, 
unleſs they experience a Renovation of Nature, fol- 
low'd with a Change of Life, and a Courſe of vital 
Holineſs.— Nor have we gone into ſuch an Opinion 
of the Zodily Effects with which this Work has been 


attended in ſome of its Subjects, as to judge them 


any Signs that Perſons who have been ſo affected, 
were then under a ſaving Work of the Spirit of God. 
No; we never ſo much as call'd theſe bodily Sei- 
zures, Convictions; or ſpake of them as the immediate 
Work of the Holy Spirit. Yet we do not think 
them inconſiſtent with a Work of GOD upon the 
Soul at that very Time; but judge that thoſe in- 
ward Impreſſions which come from the Spirit of 
GOD, thoſe Terrors and Conſolations of which He 
is the Author, may, according to the natural * 
| an 
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of this Land. 
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and Conſtitution which ſome Perſons are of, occa- 


fion ſuch bodily Effects. And: therefore that 


_ theſe extraordinary outward Symptoms, are not an 


Argument that the Work is deluſive, or from the 
Influence and Agency of the evil Spirit. 
With Reſpect to Numbers of thoſe who have been 


under the Impreſſions of the preſent Day, we muſt 


declare there is good Ground to conclude they are 
become real Chriſtians; the Account they give of 


their Conviction and Conſolation agreeing with the 


Standard of the Holy Scriptures, correſponding with 
the Experiences of the Saints, and evidenc'd by the 
external Fruits of Holineſs in their Lives: So that 
they appear to thoſe who have the neareſt Acceſs to 


them, as ſo many Epiſtles of Chriſt, written not with 
Ink, but by the Spirit of the living God, atteſting 


to the Genuineneſs of the preſent Operation, and 
repreſenting the Excellency of it. 

Indeed many who appear'd to be under Con- 
victions, and were much alter'd in their external Be- 
haviour, when this Work began, and while it was 
moſt flouriſhing, have loſt their Impreſſions, and 
are relaps'd into their former manner of Life: Yet 
of thoſe who were judg*d hopefully converted, and 
made a puhlick Profeſſion of Religion, there have 
been fewer Inſtances of Scandal and Apoſtacy than 
might be expected. So that, as far as we are 
able to form a Judgment, the Face of Religion 1s 
lately chang'd much for the better in many of our 
Towns and Congregations; and together with a 
Reformation obſervable in diverſe Inſtances, there 
appears to be more experimental Godlineſs, and lively 
Chriſt;anity, than the moſt of us can remember we 
have ever ſeen before. 

Thus we have freely declar'd our Tho'ts as to the 


Work of GOD fo remarkably reviv'd in many Parts 
And now, We deſire to bow the 


Knee in aid bankſgrving to the God and Father of 7 
Le 
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Lord Jeſus Chrift, that our Eyes have fee, and our 


Ears heard ſuch Things. — And while theſe are our 
Sentiments, we muſt neceſſarily be grieved at any 


Accounts ſent abroad, repreſenting this Work as all 


Enthufiaſm, Deluſion and Diſorder. 
Indeed it is not to be denied that in ſome Places 
many Irregularities and Extravagancies have been 
rmitted to accompany it, which we would deeply 
ament and bewail before GOD, and look upon our- 
ſelves oblig'd, for the Honour of the Hol v SpIN IT, 


and of his bleſſed Operations on the Souls of Men, to 


bear a publick and faithful Teſtimony againſt ; tho? 
at the ſame Time it is to be acknowledg*d with much 
Thankfulneſs, that in other Places, where the Work 


has greatly flouriſh'd, there have been few if any of 


theſe Diſorders and Exceſſes.— But who can won- 


der, if at ſuch a Time as this Satan ſhould inter- 


mingle himſelf, to hinder and blemiſh a Work fo 
directly contrary to the Intereſts of his own King- 
dom ?—Or, if while ſo much good Seed is ſowing, 
the Enemy ſhould be buſy to ſow Tares-— We would 
therefore, in the Bowels of Jeſus, beſeech ſuch as 
have been Partakers of this Work, or are zealous to 
promote it, that they be not ignorant of Satan's De- 
vices; that they watch and pray againſt Errors and 
Miſconduct of every Kind, leſt they blemiſh and 
hinder that which they deſire to honour and ad- 
vance, —Particularly, | 


That they do not make ſecret Impulſes on their 
Minds, without a due Regard to the written Word, 


the Rule of their Duty : A very dangerous Miſtake 
which we apprehend ſome in theſe Times have gone 
into That to avoid Arminianiſm they do not verge 


to the oppoſite Side of Aniinomianiſm ; while we 
would have others take good Heed to themſelves, . 
left they be by ſome led into, or fix'd in, Arminian 


Tenets, under the Pretence of oppoſing Antinomian 


Errors. That Laymen do not invade the Mi- 


niſterial 
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niſterial Office, and under a Pretence of Exborting 
ſet up Preaching ; which is very contrary to Goſpel 
Order, and tends to introduce Errors and Confuſion 
into the Church. That Miniſters do not invade 
the Province of others, and in ordinary Caſes preach 
in another's Pariſh without his Knowledge, and 
againſt his Conſent : Nor encourage raw and indiſ- 
creet young - Candidates, in ruſhing into particular 
Places, and preaching publickly or privately, as 
ſome have done to the no ſmall Diſrepute and 
Damage of the Work in Places where it once pro- 
mis*d to flouriſh, Tho? at the ſame Time we would 
have Miniſters ſhew their Regard to the ſpiritual 
Welfare of their People, by ſuffering them to par- 
take of the Gifts and Graces of able, ſound and zealous 
Preachers of the Word, as GOD in his Providence 
may give Opportunity therefore: Being perſwaded 


GOD has in this Day remarkably bleſs'd the Labours 


of ſome of his Servants who have travelled in preach- 
ing the Goſpel of CHRIST. That People beware 

of entertaining Prejudices againſt their own Paſtors, 
and don't run into unſcriptural Separations. That 
they don't indulge a diſputatious Spirit, which has 
been attended with miſchievous Effects; nor diſ- 
cover a Spirit of Cenſoriouſneſs, Uncharitableneſs, and 
raſh judging the State of others; than which ſcarce 
any Thing has more blemiſh'd the Work of GOD 
amongſt us. And while we would meekly exhort 
both Miniſters and Chriſtians, ſo far as is conſiſtent 
with Truth and Holineſs, to follow the Things that 
make for Peace; we would moſt earneſtly warn all 
Sorts of Perſons not to deſpiſe theſe Out-pourings of 
the Spirit, leſt a holy GOD be provok'd to withhold 
them, and inſtead thereof to pour out upon chis 
People the Vials of his Wrath, in temporal Judg- 
ments and ſpiritual Plagues; and would call upon 
every one to improve this remarkable Seaſon of 


* 


Grace, and put in for a. Share of the heavenly Blef- 
ſings fo liberally diſpenſed _* | 
Finally, | | 
We exhort the Children of GOD to continue in- 
fant in Prayer, that He, with whom is the Reſidue of 
the Spirit, would grant us freſh, more plentiful and 
extenſive Effuſions, that ſo this Wilderneſs, in all 
the Parts of it, may become a fruitful Field: 
That the preſent Appearances may be an Earneſt of 
the glorious Things promis'd to the Church in the 
latter Days: when ſhe ſhall ſine with the Glory of 
the LORD ariſen upon her, ſo as to dazzle the Eyes 
of Beholders, confound and put to Shame all her 
Enemies, rejoice the Hearts of her ſolicitous and 
now ſadned Friends, and have a ſtrong Influence 
and Reſplendency throughout the Earth. AME N 
Even ſo come LORD JESUS ; Come quickly ! f 
After ſolemn repeated Prayer, free Inquiry and 


_ 


Debate, and ſerious Deliberation, the above Teſti- 


mony and Advice is ſigned by, 


Samuel Moody, Paſtor of tht firſt Church in York. 
John White, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Gloceſter. 
Joſeph Sewall, 4 Paſtor of the South Church inBoſton | 
To the Subſtance, Scope and End 
Samuel Wiggleſworth, Paſtor Fa Church in Ipſwich, 
Ames Cheever, Paſtor of the Church in Mancheſter. 
Thomas Prince, a Paſtor of the South-Church in 
Boſton, to the Subſtance. + 
John Webb, a Paſtor of a Church in Boſton. 
John Cotton, Paſtor of the Church in Newton. 
Joſeph Adams, Paſtor of the Church in Newing- 
ton, New-Hampſhire, | 
James Allin, Paſtor of the Church in Brookline. 
John Chipman, Paſtor of a Church in Beverly, 
To the Subſtance, Scope and End, 2 
William Cooper, a Paſtor of a Church in Boſton, 
Thomas Foxcroft, a Paſtor of the firſt Church in 
Boſton, Joſhua 


John Cotton, Paſtor 2 rhe Church in Hallifax. 


(90 


Joſhua Gee, Paſtor of the ſecond Church in Boſton. 
Joſeph Emerſon, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Mal- 


den, #0 the Scope and Subſtance. 


Henry Meſſinger, Paſtor of the firſt Ghurch in 


Wrentham. 


James Bayley, Paſtor of the ad Church in Wey- 


mouth. 


Nathaniel Leonard, Paſtor of the rf Church in 
Plimouth. 


Thomas Smith, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Fal- 


mouth. 


Nathaniel Rogers, @ Paſtor of the fir Church i in 


Ipſwich. 


Joſiah Cotton, Paſtor of @ Church in Provides, 


To the general Scope and Tendency, 
Habijah Weld, Paſtor of the Church in Attle- 
borough, 70 the Subſtance, Scope and End. 


William Hobby, Paſtor of the firſ® Church in 
Reading. 


James Pike, Paſtor of the Church in Summerſ- 


worth, New-Hampſhire. 
John Warren, Paſtor of the Church in Wenham. 
Nathan Webb, Paſtor of the Church in Uxbridge. 
Jedidiah Jewet, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Rowley. 


John Emerſon, Paſtor of the Church in Topsfield, 


to the Scope and Subſtance, _ 
John Moorhead, Paſtor of a Church in Boſton. 
Solomon Prentice, Paſtor of ihe Church in Grafton. 
James .Chandler, Paſtor of the ſecond Church in 
Rowley. 


Othniel Campbell, Paſtor of the ſecond Church in 


Plimton. 


John Seccomb, Paſtor of the Church in Harvard. 


Ward Cotton, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Hamp- 
ton, New-Hampſhire. 


Amos Main, Paſtor of the Church in Rocheſter, 
New-Hampſhire. 


James 


(10) " 
James Diman, Paſtor of a Church in Salem. 
To the & ubſtance, Scope and End.” 


4 Phineas Hemmingway, Paſtor of the Church in 
5 Tovnſhend. 
1 David Goddard, Paſtor of the Church in Leiceſter, 
ä to the Subſtance. | 
Samuel Bachellor, Paſtor of the third Church in 


Haverhill. 

Daniel Bliſs, Paſtor of the Church in Concord. 
Samuel Tobey, Paſtor of the Church in oo 

Elias Haven, Paſtor of the ſecond Church | 

Wrentham. 
Thomas Balch, Paſtor of a Church in Dedham. 
_ Chandler, Paſtor of the ſecond Church in 
Yor 
Samuel Hill, Paſtor of the frf Church in Marſhfield: 
Joſhua Tufts, Paſtor of the Church in Litchfield, 
New-Hampſhire. 

Samuel Veazie Paſtor of the Church in Duxborough. 

John Porter, Paſtor of the fourth Church in Bridge- 

water. 

Jonathan Ellis, Paſtor of the ſecond Church in 
5 ä Plimouth. 
Uh | Joſiah Crocker, Paſtor of the Church in Taunton. 

| Daniel Emerſon, Paſtor of the ſecond ra in 
if PDunſtabl 
5 unſtable. 

1 Francis Worceſter, Paſtor of the ſecond ods in 
Sandwich, 
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E whoſe Names are under- written concur 

with the Teſtimony for the Subſtance of 
it, excepting that Article of Itinerancy, or Mi- 
niſters, and others, intruding into other Miniſters 
Pariſhes without their Conſent, which great Diſ- 
mc we apprehend not ſufficiently — Gs 
therein. 


| Benjamin 
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Benja ith Colman, a Paſtor of a Church in Boſton, 


Joſep — Baxter, Paſtor of the Church in Medfield. 

Nathaniel Eells, Paſtor of the ſecond Church in 
Scituate. 

Joſeph Dorr, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Mendon. 

Samuel Checkley, Paſtor of a Church in Boſton. 

Benjamin Baſs, Paſtor of the Church in Hanover. 

Holl Abbot, a Paſtor of the Church in Charleſtown. 

Ezra Carpenter, Paſtor of the Church in Hull. 

Ebenezer Turell, Paſtor of the Church in Medford, 

Ebenezer Parkman, Paſtor of the Church in Weſt- 
borough. 

Thomas Prentice, a Paſtor of the Church in Char- 
leſtown. 

Simon Bradſtreet, Paſtor of the ſecond Church in 
Marblehead. 

John Fowle, Paſtor of the ſecond Church in Filer 

Andrew Eliot, a Paſtor of a Church in Boſton. 

Thaddeus Maccarty, Paſtor 'of the Church in 
Kingſton, - 
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ATTESTATIONS 


Contain'd in Kube from a Nu als of Paſtors 


abſent, and communicated to the Afembly. 


I. From the Revd. Mr. Joan RockRs ſenior 


Paſtor of the firſt Church in Ipfwich. 


HEREAS it has been advertis'd in a late 
Gazette, or Weekly Fournal, that ſome 


Reverend Miniſters in Boſton, and Places adjacent, 
« deſigning to meet together on the Day after Com- 
* mencement, do deſire, that as many others from 
« the Country, as can conveniently, wou'd come 
* down and give in their Ts TIMONx for Gop, 
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and the late glorious and remarkable Work * bis 
Grace (marvellouſly begun and carrying on-among 
us) and that ſuch as cannot perſonally appear 
would ſend their ATTESTATIONS in * to 
that Aſſembly; 

] being one of this latter Sort, who thro? Age 

and Weakneſs of Body, am unable to travel fo 
far muſt take .this Way to ſignify my hearty 
Approbation of ſuch a Deſign, and alſo my Readi- 
neſs with Heart and Hand to ſubſcribe to the oO 
ample Teſitmony that may be drawn by a better Pen, 
for the Purpoſe above-mentioned ; well knowing 
there can never be too much or enough ſpoken or 
written by Man to magnify the Mercy of Gop in 
thus viſiting his People, as of late he hath remar- 
kably been pleaſed to do, or enough ſaid or done 
to ſhew forth the Praiſe of divine Power, and 
ſovereign free Grace, ſo wonderfully diſplayed in 
innumerable Inſtances and Effects thereof. 

] have for ſome Time apprehended it to be the 
righteous Expectation of our glorious LoxD, that all 
© his Miniſters in theſe Churches, eſpecially ſuch as may 
© have obſerved with Admiration (and other proper 
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Affections) the great Revival of the Power of Godli- 
eſs, and more general Reformation of Manners (in 
* many Places) as a Fruit of his more plentiful Effu- 
fein of his moſt HoL V and BLESSED SPIRIT on the 
Minds and Hearts of the People, and (as we truſt) 
© in Anſwer to the conſtant fervent Prayers of the 
« Faithful, both in the preſent and preceeding Ge- 
© nerations——ſhould in the moſt publick Manner 
© teſtify their moſt grateful Senſe of this his unme- 
* rited Favour and Loving-kindneſs to this People 
c and their Poſterity. © 
© I ſhould have rejoiced to have ſeen ſomething of 
< this Nature to have gone before the Teſtimony of 
© another Sort, (againſt ſome real or ſuppoſed Errors 
© and Diſorders) put forth 1 in the Name of the = 
Con- 
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© Convention. For certainly our Loxp Carrsr 


ought (in all Things) to have the Pre-eminence, 
and moſt venerable Mention made of his glorious 
Work, before any Things, which the grand Ad- 


verſary of his Kingdom and Church may have done 


to blemiſh, interrupt or hinder the Progreſs there- 
of, Nevertheleſs I humbly hope and believe it 
may yet be accepted of GOD, and likewiſe be of 
of great Service to his dear People, if a full and 

ſitive Declaration were drawn and ſubſcribed by 
a Number of WMitneſſes for Cur1sT, Aſſerting 4 
moſt powerful and clear Work of Grace (according to 
our Apprehenſion) wrought in the Hearts of Mul- 
titudes, from one End of the Land to the other. 
All ſuch as believe it with their Heart, will readily 


confeſs it with their Mouth, 13 E 


© Rev. and dear Brethren, 


I ſhall on the very Day of your propoſed Meeting, 


viz. July 7th. (GOD continuing my Life to that 
Day) enter on the 78th Year of my Age, and in the 
54th of my Miniſtry. And now deſire, as I have 
utmoſt Reaſon, to bleſs GOD who has given me 
to ſee a Day of ſuch marvellous Power and Grace, 
particularly in this Place, and fince the Rev. Mr. 
Whitefield and Tennent came among us; wherein 
great Numbers of our young People, and others of 
more advanced Age give clear Evidence of a ſaving 
Change wrought in them, and by the Fruits of the 
SP1RIT ſhew that they are born of the Sp1RtIT : 
And many Perſons of Chriſtian Experiences before, 
have been greatly revived, enriched with Grace, 
eſtabliſhed and comforted by a new Influence, in 
and through the Word read and preached : This 
I have found by my beſt Obſervation in general, 
and more intimate Converfation with many of 
thoſe Scores, yea I think, I may ſay Hundreds 
living here and in the Neighbourhood, and with 

. ſeveral 


© ſeveral from diſtant Places, who univerſally ſpeak 
© the ſame Language, all giving Teſtimony by their 
Experience to the Truth of Goſpel Doctrines of | 
© Grace. ; 
Such Things as theſe, my Brethren, with many 
© others which might be mentioned, and I hope will 
© be, I would look upon as Inſtances of GOD's 
Mercy, Love and Care for his People in this Land, 
and ſignal Tokens of his abiding Preſence with 
c them: That the LoR D Gop of our Fathers is not 
about to leave or forſake us. And they call for 
© our moſt public grateful Acknowledgements and 
< higheſt Praiſes to the ſovereign Loxp and gracious 
< Heap of his Church. | - 
But we muſt at the ſame Time carefully watch, 
and bear due Teſtimeny againſt all Errors and Diſor- 
* ders that have or may ariſe, and continue in Prayer 
for further Out-pourings of the BLESSED SPIRIT 
© to'revive his Work in the midſt of the Years, and 
© cauſe it to ſpread far and wide, even until the whole 
Earth be filled with the Knowledge and Glory of 
the LoRD. And in your Prayers remember me, a 
poor, weak and worthleſs Creature, that I may be 
made ſtrong in the Grace of our LoRD JES us 
CHRIST, enabled to keep the Faith, and finiſh 
my Courſe with Joy in the LoRD. 
John Rogers, Paſtor, 


La 
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'M © Ipſwich, Fuly 2. 1743. 


if | No. II. From the Reverend Mr. Jezzmran Wiss, 
148 | Paſtor of the Church in Berwick. 


| Berwick, July 1. 1743, 
I was my Deſign to have attended the Con- 
7 1 vention of Paſtors after Commencement, But 
I am prevented by my Infirmities, which render 
me unable well to bear the Fatigue of a Journey 
in this hot Seaſon, However, it ſhallbe my daily 
| I | Prayer 
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15 | 
* Prayer to the glorious Hz ap of the Church, that 
vou all may be under the Guidance and Influence 
of the Drvinz SpIRIT in all your Proceedings. 


I ſhall alſo be ready to join with the Friends of 


the preſent glorious Work of the Grace of GOD in 
the Land, in bearing Teſtimony to it as ſuch a 
Wark; and to concur with them in the moſt pro- 

r Methods to remove Diſorders, and prevent the 


ſpreading and increaſe of Errors; eſpecially Ar- 


minian and Antinomian : The latter of which, be- 
gin to appear bare-fac'd, as well as the former | in 
ſome Places. And it ſeems very natural and eaſy 
for thoſe that have been in the Extream of Armi- 
nianiſm, to run into the contrary Extream of 
Antinomaniſm: As a Pendulum, if it be ſwung too 


far one Way, will, on its Return, ſwing too far 


the other Way. Agreeably, tis evident that ſome 


. zealous Promoters of the preſent glorious York, out 


of Indignation againſt Arminian Principles, which 
they have lately been delivered from, and which 
are ſo derogatory to the Grace of GOD; when 
they have eſpouſed the contrary Doctrines of Grace, 
have cartzed Matters too far, and verg'd to Anti- 
nomianiſm. But this Miſconduct of theirs, has 
given the Enemies of thoſe Doctrines Advantage 
to reproach them, as naturally tending to Liber- 
tiniſm, Enthuſiaſm, and the like; and to poſſeſs 
People's Minds with Prejudices againſt them, and 


the glorious Work of GOD's Grace which through 


a divine Influence has lately attended the powerful 
preaching of thoſe Doctrines. And they will not 
neglect to improve the Advantage to promote 
their own Scheme, and to bring over as many as - 
they can to embrace their Principles; tho? thereby 
their Converſion ſhould be prevented rather than 
promoted. And it's to be fear'd, that what ſome 
Gentlemen have in View at this Time, is to pro- 
mote Arminianiſm under Colour of diſcountenancing 
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5 eee and bearing Teſtimony againſt the 
© Diſorders attending the preſent Work: And this 
< we ought to be aware of, and duly guard againſt; 
< leſt, inſtead of advancing the Cauſe and Intereſt 
< of Curr, and his Truth and Grace, we ſhould 
by this Step, prejudice and hurt it ourſelves, and 


Join with the Enemies of it in deſtroying it; and 


< that at the ſame Time we would be thought to be 
< taking Care to promote it. As to Diſor ders, Ir- 
regularities, &c. I am of Mr. Edwards, the 
worthy Paſtor of Northampton's Mind about them, 
and therefore muſt refer you to his /ate Book for 
what I might ſay further under this Head; wherein 
he vindicates the Conduct of the Friends of this 
Work in /ome of thoſe Things that are accounted 
Diſorders, tho' he cenſures them with * to 
others. 
With Reſpect to the ordaining of Mz onaries, 
which has been practiſed for ſome Time in the 
Country, and has been lately voted a Diſorder, I 
can't join in cenſuring it as ſuch; or in condemning 
the Practice of ſeparating ſome of the Fraternity, 
that are qualified for it, to the ſacred Miniſtry, 
when there is manifeſt Occaſion for it. Thus, I have 
written my Thoughts about. fome Things, that will 
lie before the Convention, and 

am, Sir, 
_ Your unworthy Fellow-Labourer i in the Goſpel, 

6 * Jeremiab Wife. 


No. IM. From the Revd. Mr. PETER THAcHER, 
Paſtor of the firſt Church in Middleborough. 


Middleborough, Fune 30. 1743. 
EING prevented the Opportunity of giving 


an oral Teſtimony to the Truth and Reality of 
* the extraordinary Work the Lok p has lately ap- 


* in among us, in convincing, converting Sin- 
ners, 


* 


ners, building up, conforting and ſealing the Con- 
verted; I embrace this Way to do it: In which I 
ſhall confine myſelf to what I have ſeen and been 
acquainted with among the People of my Charge, 
tho? I might ſpeak of the ſame in other Places. 
There have been above two Hundred in a judg- 
ment of Charity /avingly wrought on ſince Novem- 
ber 1941. Divers before that had been met with 
under the Miniſtry of the Rev. Mr. Daniel Rogers 
and the Rev. Mr. Wheclock, not included in this 
Number. But on one Day in November aforeſaid, 
above Eighty were pricked at the Heart by a Sermon 
from Rom. viii. 1. had here from the Rev. Mr, 
Fofiah Crocker, Scarce a Sermon deliver'd after 
that wonderful Day, but the Hearts. of ſome ſeem 
to be reach'd by Conviction, Converſion or Con- 
ſolation. This Revival of the Power of Gadlineſs 
appears to be the genuine Work of the Holy 
SPIRIT accompanying his Word, and in Anſwer to 
a Spirit of Prayer poured out from GOD to plead 
with Faith in ChRISH for this Good, Spiritual 
Things are now treated and felt as Realities. 
We have not. known Viſions, nor Trances, nor 
Revelations, But brotherly exhorting with more Mo- 
deity and Affection than hath been repreſented, 
Neither have theſe Divine Influences been attended 
with anabaptiſtical Errors: Twenty that were before 
in thoſe Miſtakes are brought off, Neither have 
they been attended with the Errors of Familiſin, 
or Antinomianiſm. The Arminian Errors were by 
the Converts. univerſally detected and deteſted? 
The Do#rines of Grace ſhine in their Underſtand- 
ings 3 defended and earneſtly contended for from 
inward and real Experience. The HoLy ScR1P- 
TURES made the Standard to try and examine 
Truth : which are now carefully ſearched, and 
eſteem'd above Gold: And thoſe Principles that 
will not bear the Trial by Vhs Rule, as 1 
N D © 2 
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3 general and humble Willingneſs to miniſterial 


* Inſtrufions, eagerly ſought and attended on: yet 
without giving up their Underſtandings. GOD's 
Worſhip, publick, private and ſecret, attended, 
and other attended than ever. The Prayerleſs are 
prayerful; the Looſe, ſtrict; the Ordinances humbly 
ſought, devoutly attended on. 1 believe I have ſeen 
at one Adminiſtration, Two hundred taſting the 
Sweetneſs of the Redeemer's Love at one Inſtant. 
Indeed CHRISTH is now precious, breathed after, 
eſteemed, and pathetically recommended in Life 
and Converſation, relied on, rejoiced in, Their 
Lives are reformed as well as Principles, ſcriptu- 
rally renewed. The Drunkard is ſober ; the Churl 
peaceful: Perſonal Feuds that had been ſubſiſting 
more than eleven Years are buried; and Love takes 
Place and Power, where Envy and Malice and 
Hatred formerly ruled: Ręſtitution in many Places 
made; in more, the Wrongs acknowledged. In a 
Word, all zhe Fruits of the Spixrr are viſible in 
the Converts : and they too free from cenſurable 
Enthufiaſm. This is evidently the LORD's Doing, 
and it is marvellous in our Eyes ! 
The aboveſaid Number is elf ve of many Scores 
who have been awakened by the Word in the late 
Showers, and yet I fear have reſted ſhort of- 
CHRIST, and got ſecure again. 
© I hope the true Dęſgu of this is, that GOD may 
have the Glory of his own Work And THis 


a @& 


<© TzxsT1Mony I give, as knowing I muſt give an 


© Account, with an humbling Senſe of my many De- 


© ficiencies in this great Day of divine Grace: In- 
© treating the fervent Prayers of all that love the 


4 LoxpJxsus i in Sincerity, that I may not be a Caſt- 
* away, after I have preached to others; but may 
© find Grace and obtain Mercy from the LoxD to 


© fulfil the Miniſtry I have received, and to be found 
5 faithful in all the Parts — Peter Thatcher. 
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No. IV. From the Rev. Mr. WII LIAN suvnr- 
| LEFF, Paſtor of the ſecond Church in Pors/- 
mouth,-in the Frovinge of N EW-FLAMPSHIRE, 


To ſuch of the Reverend Poſters of the Churches of 
the Maſſachuſets-Bay, or any other of the neigh- 
bouring Governments, as may convene in Boſton 


upon the 7th Day of Ju 174.3. 
Reverend and Beloved, #7 


\ . 


with you in your preſent Convention, had it 
en the Will of GOD; but being providentially 
© hinder'd, I think myſelf oblig'd to make this 


20 5 Should have rejoiced in the Opportunity of being 
-C 


brief Declaration to the Glory of his Name, viz. 


That there has for ſome Time paſt plainly appear'd to 

be a remarkable Revival of Religion, and a marvel- 

lous Work of Gop's Grace going on in Por Ts- 

MOUTH in New-HamesHiRE ; > The Place in 

which I am called to labour in the Goſpel Mi- 

niſtry. That among the very many that have 

been awaken'd and deeply convinced, there is a 
goodly Number that are giving all the Evidence 
that can be expected of a real and ſaving Change, 

© I muſt at the ſame Time declare there has not 

been that Diſturbance from Lay-Exhorters, from 
an Invaſion of the miniſterial Office, and many 

other Irregularities, that have been complain*d of 
in many other Places. And here I would take 
Leave with all Humility to ſay, that had I the Op- 
portunity of being with you, whilſt I ſhould gladly 
bear Teſtimony againſt theſe Things whereſoever 
. they prevail, I ſhould be for uſing a becoming 
Care that the Diſorders complain*d of might not be 
magnified in an undue Meaſure, and that nothing 
might come under that Character and Denomina- 
tion that is not worthy of it. Whilſt I ſhould be 
| D 2 for 


lf (20) ; 
© for guarding our Pulpits and Pariſhes againſt bold, 
2nd ignorant Intruders, and ſuch as may unjuſtly pre- 
tend lo an extraordinary Call and Warrant from 
© GOD, I ſhould be careful hat none of the zealous 
and faithful Preachers of the everlaſting Goſpel, and 
wt: * the important Doctrines of it might be excluded, 
111288 © being perſwaded that GOD has bleſs*d the Labours 
| < of Strangers and even of Itinerants among the People 
« with whom I am concerwd, And I can't forbear 
|þ * faying, that as it appears to me that it would be 
„ « of ill Conſequence, if none might upon any Occaſion 
Wks « whatſoever preach within the Limits of any Cong re- 
1 « fration without the Leave of its ſlated Paſtor, I de- 
1 fire hat neither myſelf, nor any of my Brethren ſhould 
1 ge poſſeſs*d of ſuch an abſolute and deſpotick Power. 
1 * That you may be under the Influence of the 
| great Hz ap of the Church; that he who holds 
| © the Stars in his right Hand would direct and lead 
you and that you may unite in ſuch Meaſures as 
* may tend to the Progreſs of that good Work that 
© has been begun, and be a Means greatly to ad- 
© yance his Kingdom and Intereſt thro* the whole 
Land, is the unfcigned Prayer of one of the 
meaneſt, and unworthieſt of your Brethren in the 


" * Goſpel, &c. 
488 * William Shurtleff. 
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No. V. From the Rev. Mr. JonaTHAN RusSEL, 
Paſtor of the Weſtern Church in Barnſtable. 


Am of the Mind that there has been à great 

and good Work going forward in many Parts 4 
the Land, beyond what has been in ſome Tears paſt. 
Many have been awakened, convinced, reformed, 
and I hope many /avingly converted: and I think 
we ought to give GOD the Praiſe and Glory of 
it. Yet II think there ſhould be a proper Teſti- 
mony borne againſt the Errors, Diſorders and Con- 
fuſions that have prevailed in many Places. 
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But perhaps the Queſtion may occur, I hat are 
the Diſorders, &c. which are to be teſtify'd 
againſt ? *Tis probable one may call that Diſorder: | 
and Confuſion which another calls lovely and 
beautiful, and endeavours to promote. | 
Brother GREEN and I had Thoughts of bein 
at the Commencement, but ſaw him Yeſterday, and 
he thinks the State of his Health and other Cir- 
cumſtances forbid his going. And the Illneſs of 
my Family diſcourages me. I hope thoſe who 
neither come nor ſend will not be branded as Oppoſers. 
I wiſh you the divine Conduct in the Affair. And 
deſire an Intereſt in your Prayers that I may ob- 
tain Mercy to be faithful, and that I may be ſuc- 
ceſsful in my Miniſtry. Ow) 
J am your Brother and Fellow-Labourer, 


© Tonathan Ruſſel. 


R RM WM Aa 


© Barnſtable June 30. 1743. 


No VI. From Six of the Revd. PasTors of the 


Eaſtern Aſſociation in the County of York, 


E the Subſcribers, Paſtors of the Eaſtern 
Aſſociation, taking into ſerious Conſidera- 
tion the State of Religion in our ſeveral Charges, 
and throughout the Land at this Day, look on our- 
< ſelves bound in the moſt expreſs Manner to declare 


/ 


& 
* 


© ourſelves with reſpect thereto, 


And in as much as it inconteſtibly appears to us 
from what we have ſeen among ourſelves and in other 


Places, that by an extraordinary divine Influence, 
© there hath been an HAPY REVIVAL of REL1- 


* GION i our Land; we dare not but publickly ſpeak 


© out our grateful Senſe thereof to the Honour of the 


c free and ſovereign Grace of God. 

But whereas at the ſame Time there have been 
great Complaints of prevailing Errors in Doctrine 
and Diſorders in Practice, ſuch as, a denying the 

* Dofrine 


- 


© Dofrine if the 1 Decrees, Tuſtification hy Faith 
* alone, irreſiſtible Grace in the Converſion of Sin- 
ners; and alſo the Aſerting, That ſecret Impulſes 
on the Minds of Perſons without due Regard to the 


« written Word of Gon may be depended on as the Rule 


© of their Conduct; that none are converted but ſuch 
* as know themſelves to be ſo, and can tell the Time 
* when; that Aſſurance is of the Eſſence of ſaving 
* Faith; and, that San#ification is no Evidence of 
: Tuification ; with other the like Arminian, Anti- 
© nomian and Familiftical Tenets and Opinions : All 
* which we judge are contrary to the pure Doctrines 
of the Goſpel: And as to Diſorders in Practice; 
* ſuch as, private Perſons of no Education, withous 


any regular Call taking upon them to preach the 


Word of Gon; the ordaining and ſeparating any 
© Perſon to the Work of the evangelical Miniſtry at 

* Large, and without a ſpecial Relation io any parti- 
* cular Charge to enter into the regular Diſtricts of 
E ſettled Miniſters ; Perſons aſſuming to themſelves the 
* Prerogative of God to look into and judge the Hearts 
F others, cenſuring and condemning their Brethren, 
and eſpecially their Miniſters, as Phariſees, Armi- 


« nians, blind and unconverted, &c. And upon theſe 


* pretended Grounds making an actual Separation 
from their reſpective Paſtors, though they openly 
C diſavow the above-mentioned Errors, and are re- 

gular in their Lives: All which Errors and Diſ- 
* orders being of pernicious Conſequence, as tending 
to obſcure the glorious Work of Gop, bring it into 
Dijrepute, and obſtruct the Progreſs of it, we would 
in like Manner bear our joint and ſolemn Teſti- 
mony againſt. 

And tho” we are fully perſuaded the human 
Mind under the Operations of the divine Spirit, 
may be overborne with Joy and Terror; yet the 
* Tranſports and Agitations that have appeared in 
+ ſome Places ow the ungovern'd Paſſions of 

People, 
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meme 
People, and the Exceſs of Joy and Sorrow, we 7 
judge to be no certain Indication of the ſpecial. 


© Preſence or Work of the SpiniT of Gop. But 


* at the ſame Time we lament the impious Spirit of 
ſuch as from hence take Occaſion to reproach the 
* Work or THE DIVINE SPIRIT in the Hearts of 
* the Children of Gov. | 


Us Sign'd, 


Benjamin Allen, Paſtor of the ſecond Church in 
J EEE TITRE | 
Wm. Thompſon, Paſtor of the Church in Scarboro'. 
Samuel Jefferds, Paſtor of the Church in Wells. 
John Hovey, Paſtor of the Church in Arundel. 
Nich. Loring, Paſtor of the Church in No-Yarmouth. 
| Moſes Morril, Paſtor of the Church in Biddeford. 


Atan Aſſociation Meeting, Scarborough, June 2 3.1743. 
< Voted, That the above Declaration be delivered 
© to the Rev. Mr. Smith to be by him communi- 


+ cated at Diſcretion to the vENERABLE CONVEN- 


£ Tion of Miniſters who are to meet at Boſton the 
Day after the approaching Commencemeut, as the 
< Sentiments of the Aſſociation with Relation to 
the preſent religious Appearances in the Country. 

, Benjamin Allen, Moderator. 


No. VII. From the Revd. Mr. Joun Rockns, 
Junior, Paſtor of the ſecond Church in Xittery. 


= Y Heart and Affections are with all of you, 


*:4 who love our Lox D Jesus CHRIST in 


* Sincerity, and ſo are real Friends to he glorious 

* Work of bis Grace which has been begun and carried 

* on in ſo remarkable a Manner in our Land, and by 

* ſuch. Inſtruments, as he has been pleaſed to raiſe 

up, and honour with wonderful Succeſs. I hope 

* now-you are together you will be putting up 
5 | unit 
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united Prayers to the glorious Hz Ap of the Church, 
for the further Hffuſion of the BLESSED SpixIr, 
in his awakening, convincing and converting Influ- 
ences, and that the dear Children of God may be 
more rooted and grounded in Faith and Love, and 
abound in all the good Fruits thereof : And that the 
LorD would be pleaſed to raiſe up more ſkilful, 
faithful and Seu ann Labourers, and ſend them 
forth into his Harveſt ; for indeed the Harveſt is 
plenteous, but the Labours are few. I ſhould not 
be for ſpending much Time, in diſputing with 
thoſe who are Oppoſers of this glorious Work of 
Gop's ſovereign rich free Grace; but rather in car- 


rying them to the Throne of Grace, and there 


wreſtle with the Lorp to open their Eyes, and 
engage them from an Experience of the Work in 
their own Souls to regard his glorious and gracious 
Operation of his HoLy SPIRIT in the Hearts of 
fo many, and that of all Sorts, in one Place and 
another, For my own Part, I want a Heart to 
conceive and a Tongue to expreſs the Obligations 
I am under to admire, adore and praiſe the Name 


of the Lord, for the great Things he has done, and 


the yet greater (I truſt) he will do for his People 
in this Land; and that he has ſpar*d me the chief 


of Sinners, to ſee this Day of his wonderful Grace: 


Oh praiſe, praiſe him, on my Behalf; and alſo 
wreſtle for me when neareſt to his Seat, that, I 
may know the Love of CHRIS which indeed 
naſſeth Knowledge, and that it may conſtrain me 
to love and live to him, — | 
But this is the Conſolation, The Lox p reigneth; 
there is no Wiſdom, nor Counſel, nor Underſtanding 
againſt him; he will carry on his own Work in his 
own Way ; Not by Might, nor by Power, but by 
MY SPIRIT, ſaith the LorD of Hoſts : Here we 
may reſt, I hope you who are Friends to this 
Day, will have the Guidance of the HoLy Seirir 
2 in 


| 25 
in 4 up . in Favour of this glo- 
rious Work, that the Subjefts and Friends of it 
abroad, may praiſe Gop for what he has done 


C among his People here: And if you ſhould be 
d led to this, would it not be proper to ſend a 
l, with you, that not a Hand may be wanting where- 
N ever there is an Heart for it. And, Ob that ſome- 
8 thing may be ſaid againſt ARMINIANISM as well as 
c ANTINOMIANISM. I wiſh you much of the Pre- 


c 
6 
. 
C 
e | < Drafc of it to thoſe who could not be preſent 
c 


ſence of CHRIST, and that whatever may be de- 
bated, may be with Hs SPIRIT, and iſſue in his 
= * Glory. 

'C I am your Brother and Friend in the dear Jzsus, 


« Fohn Regers. 


n 6 Kittery, July 4. 1743. 

A 

4 No. VIII. From ſeven Revd. Paſtors in the cu 
8 of Hampſhire. 

NS | Reverend and Honoured Sirs, 

10 W Hereas an Advertiſement hath lately been publiſhed, 
id wherein it is ſignified, that it is the Deſire of a 


le Number of Miniſters that there ſhould be a meeting of all 


ef * ſuch Miniſters in this Province as are perſwaded that there 
2. © has of late been a happy Revival of Religion in the Land, 
5 at Boſton, the Day after Commencement, to give a joint 
| I * TesTIMONY to the late glorious Work of GOD's Grace, 
© and to conſult what ſhould be done to promote this Work, 
ed and to ſuppreſs thoſe "Things that bring a Reproach upon 
ne < it and hinder it; and in the ſame Advertiſement it. is de- 
« fired that if any ſuch Minifters are not able to be preſent at 
53 * this Interview, they would not fail to ſend their Te/ftimony 
ng and Thoughts in Writing; We whoſe Names are ſub- 
is © ſcribed to this, living at a great Diſtance, and our Cir- 
* cumſtances not well allowing us to go ſo great a Journey 
by < at the Time propoſed, would hereby ſignify ; That ac- 
We * cording ta what Underſtanding we have of the Nature of 
nis Chriſtianity, and the Obſervation we have had Oppor- 
1D tunit) to Df we judge that there has been within the 


in E © laſt 


9 - * 
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( 26 
laſt two Years and an half, a bleed Out-pouring of the 


SPIRIT OF Gop in this County, in awakening and con- 
verting Sinners, and in enlightning, quickning and building 
up Saints in Faith, Holineſs and Comfort; which has 
been attended in great Numbers with an abiding Altera- 
tion and Reformation of Diſpoſition and Behaviour. And 
particularly we would hereby declare to the Glory of 
Ob's Grace, that we judge that there has been an 
© happy Revival of Religion in the Congregations that have 
© been committed ta our paſtoral Care, and that there are 
many in them that, by abiding Manifeflations of a ſerious, 
religious and humble Spirit, and a conſcientious Care and 
* Watchfulneſs in their Behaviour towards GOD and Man, 
© give all Grounds of Charity towards them, as having been 
E ſincere in the Profeſſion they have made. And however 
© there has been, eſpecially in ſome Places, a Mixture of 
« Enthuſiaſm and falſe Religion, and ſome have run into 
great Errors in their Conduct, and ſome have fallen away, 
and there is a Declenſion in others that is to be lamented; 
yet we think the Efee? has been ſuch, and ſtill continues 
< 7o be ſuch, as leaves no Room reaſonably to doubt of GOD's 
Having been wonderfully in the midſt of us, and ſuch as 
* has laid us under great Obligations forever to admire 
and extol the Riches of his Grace in doing ſuch great 
: | 


R M M X a6 


Things for us. | 

Thus Rev. Sirs, Begging of him that he would be with 
« you in your Meeting, and guide you in your Tho'ts and 
Concluſions with Reſpe& to theſe Things, and direct 
you to that which may be for his Glory and the Proſpe- 
« rity of Zion, and deſiring your Prayers to GOD for us, 
and the Flocks committed to our Care, we remain 


x Honoured and dear Sirs, 
Your Brethren and Fellow-Servants 
in the Goſpel Miniſtry, 
Stephen Williams, Pa/tor of the Church in Springfield. 
Peter Raynolds, Paſtor of the Church in Enfield. 
Jonath. Edwards, Paſtor of the Church in Northampton. 
Samuel Allis, Paſtor of the Church in Somers, 
John Woodbridge, Paſfor of the ſecond Church in Hadley. 
David Parſons, jun. Paſtor ef the third Church in Hadley. 
Edward Billing, Paſtor of the Church in Cold-Spring. 
County of Hampſhire Fune 30. 1743. 
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No. Dr. From two other Revd. Miniſters in the 
County of Hampſhire ; who having ſeen the above- 
ſaid Atteſtation, they in another Letter expreſs their 
Concurrence therewith in the following Terms 


| Hadley, June 29. 1743. 
HIS Line occaſioned by a Paper ſign'd by ſome of 
our Fathers and Brethren in the Miniſtry in this 

County reſpecting the late happy Revival of Religion, 
waits on you to let you know, that we can heartily join 
with thoſe Rev. Gentlemen in giving our T ESTIMONY to 
every Thing there inſerted concerning the late Revival of 
the great and glorious Work of divine Grace in our own 
and the neighbouring Churches : the happy Fruits whereof 
are conſpicuous in the Lives and Converſations of many of 
our late Converts eſpecially. | 5 
Timothy Woodbridge, Paſtor of the Church in Hatfield. 
Cheſter Williams, a Paſtor ef the firſt Church in Hadley. 


No. X. From the Revd. Mr. DANIEL PuTNnan, 
Paſtor of the ſecond Church in Reading. 


© I Find that ſuch of our Brethren who are perſwaded 


6 there hath of late been a happy Revival of Religion 


thro an extraordinary divine Iufluence in many Parts of 
this Land, are defired to maniteſt the ſame, either by 
giving their A e at the appointed Meeting, or by 
writing. The Circumſtances of my Health makes riding 
grievous to me: but I am ready and that freely and J 
hope thankfully to declare that I have had the Oppor- 
tunity, thro* the tender Compaſſions of a merciful GOD, 
to ſee much of the gracious Work of GOD in the Re- 
vival of decaying Religion among the People committed 
to my paſtoral Care; and this without ſuch Diſorders. 
and Extreams that are ſo much complained of in man 
Places: the /Yorſhip of GOD not diſturbed. And to 
give you as brief an Account as I can. 

« Sometime the beginning of March 17 42, under a Senſe 
© of the great Decay of Religion among us, we kept a 


Day of Faſting and Prayer, to ſeek to GOD for the 


pouring out of HIs SPIRIT pon us: and GOD was 
E 2 , © pleaſed 


(28) 

pleaſed out of his abundant Grace to give us ſpeedy Anſivers 

of Prayer. For the ſpace of five or fix Weeks, more or 

leſs of my People younger and elder came to my Houſe 
every Day in the Week except Sabbaths ; and manifeſtly 
under a Work of Conviction, deeply concerned for the 
State of their Souls, and many of them exprefling them- _ 
ſelves in theſe Words; O Sir, what fhall I do, what 
c ſhall I do to get rid of my Sins? Complaining of the 
Load of Guilt on their Conſciences, and of the Power of 

Sin in their Souls, of the hardneſs of their Hearts, of 

the Senſe of GOD's Wrath due to them: And fome 
ſignifying to me, that they even now felt what they only 
before knew as by hear-ſay; that the Heart is ſo deſpe- 
rately wicked, and by Nature ſo unfit for Heaven. Some 
when they heard mention made of CHR1sT and of the | 
Mercy of GOD ; I cannot relate the greatneſs of the 
Diſtreſs that it put them into, to conſider that their Sins 
were againſt ſuch Mercy, ſuch Love! | 7 
© But I will not inlarge. I know this was the York of 
the SPIRIT of Gop as a Spirit of Bondage and Fear, 
thus convincing and humbling them : And the moſt of 
theſe we have Grounds to hope have been ſince as fully 
convinced of Righteouſneſs and of Fudgment, of the Alſuf- 
fictency of CHRIST as Prieſt and King; as they were | 
canvinc d of their Sins and Miſery before; and we cha- 
ritably hope have experienced by Faith in Him thro? the 
Merit of bis Righteouſneſs, and the Power of his Grace, 

that Ref! that he gives to ſuch weary Souls that receive 

him with their whole Heart : And there has been /arge 
Additions to the Church conſidering the Number of the ] 
People. And not only has this been the happy Caſe of 
ſome that were without the vifible Church, but even ſe- 
veral of the Members of the Church have been very 
deeply concerned about the State of their own Souls : 
And I hope it has been for their everlaſting Good. The 
SPIRIT of Gop has in Mercy to our Souls been as @ 
refining Fire in this Reſpect, I truſt I can ſay; and has 
ſearch'd this Feruſalem as with Candles : And I hope 
that both Fooliſh and Wiſe have been awakened now while 
Oyl and Increaſe thereof may be had. And not to in- 
large, as I might do, I would mention one Inflance in 
particular: A Ser of our Church aged Ninety one Years, 
who hath been under Defertion even to a very great De- 
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(9) 
ree for above twenty Years, (who was eſteem'd converted 
in Youth) ſhe in this Time has been favour'd with the 


Light of God's Countenance, to her abundant Joy, and 
remains ſo, | 


As to my People in general, there has been, and I hope 
remains a Reformation in many Reſpects which might be 
mentioned. And my Thoughts of the York of GOD 


among us are till the ſame. That it calls for a publicł 


Acknowledgement to the Praiſe of GOD; notwithftand- 
ing ſome Diſorders and Errors there may be in the Land. 
Can we not diſtinguiſh between that which is of GOD 
and that which is not? Shall we ſay there is no Wheat 
becauſe there are Tares and ChaſF? The Work proves 
itſelf and thoſe that have experienc'd it on their own 
Souls, doubtleſs are beſt able to ſay how it is. Let our 
earneſt Prayer be to the GOD of all Grate that where 
he has begun it, he would carry it on, and begin it where 
it is not begun; that the Kingdom of this World may 
become the Kingdoms of OUR BLESSED LORD AND 
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST; that he would go on in a 
Way of Mercy to pour out HIs SPIRIT upon us, and 


of his Bleſſing upon our Children; that we may all 


know the Lok p from the eldeſt to the younge/? ; and 
may be ready and prepared as a Bride for his coming. 


I am your Brother in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, 
| Daniel Putnam, 


Reading, June zoth 1743. 


No. XI. From the Rev. Mr. OL IvER Pran0D Y, 


„ 


o 
c 
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Paſtor of the Church in Nazzk. 


< Natick, July 4th. 1743. 

A'S to my own Thoughts of the preſent Day; I 
freely profeſs, that J believe there has been @ very 
remarkable and glorious Work of GOD in many Parts of 
this Land of late Years, and it is till in ſome Meaſure 


going on altho' at the fame Time, I believe Gop has 


rmitted ſome, through an overlicated Zeal to do thoſe 
Things which have very much hindred the Progreſs of 
this good Work, particularly by prejudicing People 
againſt their own Paſtors, encouraging Separations, and 


encouraging Lay-exhorters ; and laying too much Streſs 
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on Crying out, on being under ſtrong Convictions and 
then receiving Comfort, &c. I don't look on theſe 
Things as any Part of the good Work. For altho' I 
hope and believe, that where theſe extraordinary Things 


have been encouraged there have been ſome ſavingly 
brought Home to CHRIST; yet as far as I can poſſibly 


inform myſelf, there have been many more in Propor- 
tion ſavingly converted, where Miniſters and People have 
not encourag'd ſuch Things: And I am fully perſwaded 
it will in Time appear evidently to be ſo. There have 
been very obſervable Strivings of the ever BLESSED 
SPIRIT on the Hearts of many, eſpecially Young People, 
in convincing and inlightening, and I hope converting 
them; in my neighbouring Towns: as in Medfield, 


Dedham, Needham, Medway and Sherbourn, &c, Where 
the Miniſters have been lively and faithful. And among 


my little People, (I would mention it to the Glory of 
the rich Grace, and of the BLESSED SPIRIT of Gop) 
there have been very apparent Strivings and Operations 
of the Hory GrosTr among Indians and. Engliſh, Young 
and Old, Male and Female, There have been added to 
our Church (of ſuch as 1 hope ſball be ſaved) about fifty 
Perſons of different Nations, fence the Beginning of laſt 
March was two Years, whoſe Lives in general witneſs to 
the Sincerity of their Profeſſion, Here, we have never 
had any crying out in an extraordinary Manner, but the 
Hor.y SPIRIT has been pleaſed to work in a more calm 
Way; but I hope effectually. But I muſt mention it, 
altho' with Sorrow, that for ſome Months paſt (altho' 
ſome are under powerful Operations) yet there has not 
appeared ſo much of the genuine Operations of the 
SPIRIT as heretofore ; People's Minds have ſeemed and 
do ſeem too much taken up with diſputing about Per- 
ſons and Things; ſome are for one Miniſter and ſome 
for another, and ſome I think I may ſay can't bear ſound 
Doctrine; which with us, has ariſen (as I apprehend) 
from ſome ignorant and erroneous Perſons who have 
ſpread and propagated corrupt Doctrines; as a Specimen 
of this they ſay I preach dangerous Doctrines, becauſe I 
have preach'd that a Perſon may be converted and not 
certainly know it, &c. es 1 


© 


Upon the whole then, I am humbly of Opinion 


that as there ought to be a publick ATTESTATION 
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3 1 
© the rie, Work of divine Grace among us; it ought to 
C "Bs ſo diſtinctiy conſi dered, and fo diſtinguiſbed from what 
is a Diſhonour to it; that all may know what we under- 


« and 55 the 1 + of GOD among us; and a full ex- 
ei 


plicit mony ou #ht to be born by you againſt all ſuch 
Things, as in any Meaſure tend to b/emiſhh or hinder the 
Wort of GOD among us: And I believe the more par- 
ticular and expreſs you be, it will be ſo much the better. 
Finally, I earneſtly pray that the glorious HEAD of 
the Church will vouchſafe his gracious Preſence and par- 
ticular Influence and Direction to, and with you, in 
what is before you; and that you and all of us may be 
owned and honoured as Inſtruments in his Hands, of 
promoting his Intereſt and Glory here, that ſo we may 
have the Reward of faithful Servants hereafter, 


<<. a SS a 3 


© I am your Brother, and Servant, 
Oliver Peabody. 


S. I would particularly remark that ſome with 
whom I have converſed date their Convictions which 
have been ſtill carried on without any great Inter- 
miſſion, before ever Mr. Whitefield came hither, 
And alſo that about fifteen Years ago we had ſome- 
thing like this, at Natick, - 


No XII. From the Rev. Mr. Joun Tuck, Paſtor 
of the Church in Goſport, on the Iſle of Schoals, in 
the Province of NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 


89 in the Boſton Gazette of the 31ſt of May 
© laſt an Intimation that it is deſired and propoſed 
* by a Number of Miniſters in Town and Country, that 
© ſuch of their Brethren as are per/waded there has of late 
* been a happy Revival of Religion, through an extraor- 
* dinary divine Influence, in many Parts of this Land, and 
are concerned for the Honour and Progreſs of this re- 
© markable Work of GOD, may have an Interview at 
C 
* 
c 
4 
o 


3 


Boſton the Day after the approaching Commencement, to 

conſider, &c. But if any who heartily concur in the End 

and Deſign of this Propoſal, be hindred in Providence 

from giving their Preſence at this deſigned Interview, it 
is earneſtly deſired they would ſend their ATTESTATI- 

I * ONS 
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© os and communicate their Thoughts feaſonably in 
< writing. According to this Deſire and Propoſal I had 
< defign'd to be at the /uterview, but Providence is now 
« ſending Sickneſs into my Family, ſo that I can't be in 
© Boſton this Week, I therefore ſen: my Thoughts in 
Writing. | | e | 
I acknowledge the Wark in this Land to be a bleſſed 
Hort of GOD: And 1 believe that it is the Duty of 
CHRIST, Miniſters to give an open conjuntt TEST f- 
< MONY unto it. I apprehend that there are in one Place 
© and in another certain abominable Antinomian, Armi- 
© nian, Socinian, Pelagian, Familiſtical, &c. Errors, and 
© ſome Diſorders in Practice, which ought to be teſtify'd 
© againſt,------ | Pt | 
We have a Revival of Religion among us, I beg 
c your Prayers for my Family, my People, and my ſelf. 


I am with all due Regards, 


© Your humble Servant, 5 
Goſport, July 4th. 1743. „ 


No. XIII. From the Revd. Mr. Davip Hair, 
Paſtor of the Church in Sutton. „„ 


=! AVING been deſired by ſome of my Brethren, to 
141 write, provided I was not like to be perfonally pre- 
ſent at the Commencement ; to ſignify my Sentiments of 
the Wark of a religious Nature, that has been carried on 
in many Parts of this Land for ſome Years paſt ; | 
© I am free, it ſhould be known, that J do greatly re- 
© zoice in the bleſſed Work that has been in the Land, and 
© have been to the utmoſt of my Power labouring to pro- 
* mote it in theſe Parts. | | 
And as to the E//znce of it; if I underſtand the Doc- 
* zrines of the er according to Truth, and that od ſolid 
* Calvmiſtical Divinity, which was ſo dear to our Fore- 
© fathers; and if the Writings of Meſſirs. Shepard, Wil- 
lara, Stoddard, and numberleſs other Divines of that 
© Stamp and Principle, are to be regarded as the Writings 
© of Men that rightly underſtood the Way of Salvation ; 
© I muſt conclude that the Wort is the ſame, as to the 
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— Parts of it, which in their Days, as wall a8 


From the Beginning, had been by the Servants of the moſt 


high Gop, rejoiced in, as the uy Way to Heaven, which 
- Goſpel teacheth) 1 
Some Irregularities (it is true) have ſometimes attended 


© the Subjects of this Work; and: ſome Imprudences may 


alſo have ee ee attended the Promoters of it: But 
what is Man that be ſhould be perfett ? © 

© There may be allo ſome. high Pretenders to the Work 
of Converſion in this remarkable Day, that may turn out 


Counterfeits : and ſuch Tares have been among the J/hedt 


hitherto, and will be to the End: ſo that neither | is this 
to be wondred at. 

© Moreover I 5 _Y * Abu Fears, leſt ome at 
this Day run into: ritinomian and. famili/tical Errors; 


and that others would fall into enthufra/tick Phrenſies, 


Evils by all Means to be watch'd and guarded againſt : 


And who in this Life is out of Danger? Dangers of this 
Kind are proportionably greater according to the Height 


of Men's Zeal, and the Smallneſs of their Knowledge 
and Experiences; and where there is a vat] Number of 
young and zal Converts in a Place, and very few of 
long Experience to ſteady them, fome for a Time appear 
in ſome Reſpects very weak and unſteady ; it is not to be 
wondered at: being fed with the fincere Milk of the 


Mord, it is hopeful, they will grow thereby. 


But I conceive that in general the Subjects of this Wark, 

are groundlefly charged with ſuch Errors and Evils at 
this Day: and indeed I marvel not at it. For as there 
are very ſad Tinctures of Armintaniſm in many; ſo with 


the Subjects of that Error, the PURE DocTRINEs of 
TREE GRACEand JUSTIFICATION-/by F AITH ALONE, 


are often charged upon, as Antinomian Errors. And with 
the dead Formaliſi, THAT SACRED ZEAL, which is 
inkindled in the Breaſt of true Believers, from the ſancti- 


fying Spirit, forming their Hearts to Love, and drawing 


forth the Powers of their Souls in a fervent lively Man- 
ner, to purſue the great Duties required of us by God in 
his Word; why all this is by ſuch termed Enthuſtaſm. - 

And no wonder therefore there are ſo many Enemies to 
the bleſſed Work of Gop in the Land; ſeeing it is to be 


* feared there are ſo many who would have all be counted 


Enthuſiaſts, Antinomtans, Sc, that are | under any pow ar - 
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' No. XIV. From the Rev. Mr. BENJAMIN Brap- 


(34) 


1 ful Conflraints from the Views of divi vine Sovereignty and 
*Grach, | : 

But let ſuch Men think whut they will of their light- 
ing the precious Showers of divine Grace ; yet I am of 
the Opinion of Mr. Edwards of Northampton, that the 

GREAT JanovAR of a Truth has been in New- 
England. 

And although I hope many of thoſe who. are fighting 
againſt this Work, doing it ignorantly will find Mercy; 
yet for one that has ſeen and known ſo much of the Power 
and Grace of God, in breaking down the ſtubborn 
Hearts of % many Scores of Sinners, that were wicked 
Livers, turning them from their ungodly Courſes to the 
Ways of Virtue; who are become ſome of the moſt lively 
Chriſtians, and as far as I can learn and judge, walking 
in Godlineſs and Honeſty ; as alſo the wonderful Change 
I have obſerved, even upon ſuch as were moral Men be- 
fore, and high Prof 2/Jors, who have been convinced of 
their being very Hypocrites, building upon a falſe Foun- 
dation, who declare with Wonder and Tranſport, what 

Gop has done for their Souls, and think none ſo be- 
holden as they, to divine ſovereign Grace: Upon the 

whole, if after all that I have ſeen and known, of the 
Wonders of God's Power and Grace, I ſhould join in 
with ſuch, as render theſe Doings of the LoRD to be 
the IVork of the Devil, I have thought in me it would be 
the Sin againſt THE Holy GnosT. 

I ſtand ready to join in bearing any proper Teſtimony 


againſt the [ngratitude of the Men of this Generation. 
Abd for my own Part think, I can never praiſe Gop 


0 


enough, for the ork he hath Wrought among us; and 
doubt not but he will carry it on to greater Perfection. 


From your unworthy Brother, 
7 Sutton June 30. 1743. David Hall. 


STREET, Paſtor of the Church in Glocęſter. 


c W HEN I frſt ſaw in the Treſday's Paper of May 
* 


the 31ft. the Propoſal and Defire of a Number of 


w Min: ters both in Town and Country, that ſuch of their 
© Brethren ts are perſuaded that there has of late been 


* aufn Revival of he thre an extraordinary di- 
vine 
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vine Influence in many Parts of this' Land, &c. 
might have an INTERVIEW at Bofton the Day wo 

the approaching Commencement; immediately I thought 

within myſelf I would be preſent then; but the Cir- 
< cumftances of my F amily are ſuch as by no Means will 
© admit of it. | | 

© Therefore this comes to inform you; that I am fully 
< perſuaded that of late (Glory be to Gon): there has been 

0 a. happy Reformation, and glorious Revival of Religion 

in @ wonderful Manner, in many Places in NRwWw= 

© ENGLAND; tho' in ſome Places attended with ſome 
< Irregularities and Diſorders thro' the permitted Agency 
of Satan; and no Wonder at all that this grand Arch- 

Enemy ſhould: uſe all his Devices at ſuch a Day, to ble 

« miſh ſo glorious a Work, which fo _ ſhakes bis 

Kingdom. 

I am ſure in my litile Pariſh 3 is of late a very 


2 


© conſiderable Reformation and Revival of Religion. (Let 


+, Gop have all the Glory:) Tho' LT had labour'd hard 
* for it, yet I could never Ae young Perſons to form 
© themſelves into a Society, for the ſpending together the 
Sabbath Evening in religious Exerciſes, until about fifteen 
© Months paſt: And now we have two Societies of young 
© Perſons who meet together twice in the Meeſ to read, 
ſing, and pray; to each of which I preach once a Quarter. 
And ſome of them which were too much addicted to the 
youthful Sins of Quarreling, Swearing, Drinking, &c. 
ſeem to be wonderfully reformed, and are hungering and 
* thirſting after the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; and there is 
a very pleaſant Change wrought in them. And the 
Aged many of them (tho? ſome are ſtumbled at the preſent 
© Day) among us ſeem to be anointed afreſh: And there is 
a happy Revival of Religion. Our Ledtures which have 
© been once a Week, for more than fifteen Months paſt, are 
s fuller and better attended, than when we had (as for- 
* merly) a Lecture once in 5 ix Weeks, We have had many, 
* (mo/tly g Perſons) under great Concern and deep 
Convictions, many crying out in T ime of divine Service 
* under a Senſe of their Sins, hat they ſhould do, and the 
* moſt of them have had their Convictious ending in the 77 
* of the LoRD, and Confort of the HoLy Gros * 
* In my very ſmall Pariſb (conſiſting of about eighty 
Families) we have had in —_ twelve Months paſt (when 
2 f * WC 
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ve had before more Communicants than Families) about” 
* forty added to the Church; and all excepting one, by the 
Grace of God (bleſſed be his Name) live to bear good Fruit. 

Thanks be to God, we have no Diviſions, nor Sepu- 
© rations among us; we are without. Dreams, Viſions, and 
© Trances, (tho* there has been ſome in the Neighhour- 
© hood). nor are wwe troubled with Exhorters. The People 
£ ſeem to expreſs a greater Love for their Miniſter, and a 
greater deſire than ever to hear the Word; and I hope 
their unworthy Miniſter has a greater Regard than ever 
for their Souls. Ee a 

do that I am far from joining with thoſe, who ſay 
< the preſent Day in general is a dark Day to our Churches, 
and looks with a melancholly Aſpect. (Tho? to be ſure, 
© for the Diviſions of. Reuben there ought to be great 
© Searchings of Heart; and my Soul mourns in ſecret for 
the Diviſiont of the Houſe of Levi, and the Separation 


© there is from ſome of our Churches; and 1 freely . confeſs 


that I verily believe, there has been of late and nom is, a 
bleſſed Work of Gop going on in many Parts of this Land, 
and divine Influence the Spring. of it. And it is ſurpriſing 
to me that any, , becauſe of ſome Diſorders, ſhould attri- 
bute the whole of the glorious Scene to the Deluſions of 
the Devil; for I am full in the Opinion that in general” 
the preſent Day is @ glorious Day of Gop's Grace 10 
Nzw-ExGranD. Should be exceeding glad, if at your 
Interview (and to this End my Heart's Defire and 
Prayer to almighty Gop is that much of the divine Pre- 
ſence may be with you) ſome Method may be taken (as 
is one propoſed End of your Meeting) to guard People 
againſt ſuch Deluſions and Miftakes, as at ſuch a Seaſon 
they are in Danger of falling inte, and that this bleſſed 


Prayers for me, and my Flock : and am your Servant 
and Brother in the Faith and Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, 
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Benjamin Broaſircet. 


© Ghcefter Anniſquam Pariſh June 1743. 
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Work may continue and flouriſh among us;----I ask your 
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No. XV. From the Rev. Mr. Jonx Wars, Paſtor 
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of the Church in Raynham. 


1 Having lately been inform'd by the public Prints, that 


it is the Deſire of a Number of Miniſters in Baſton, 
and elſewhere ; that thoſe of their Brethren in the Mi- 
niſtry, who are convinced, that the preſent Operation. 


ußon the Minds and Conſciences of People in this Land, 


is THE WoRK of Gop; would meet in Boſton the Day 
after Commencement ; to conſult and adviſe what may be 


proper to be done for the promoting this good Work, 
and alſo to prevent thoſe Imprudencies that in ſome 
Places, have been ſaid to attend it; my Circumſtances 


will not admit of my coming down; I therefore thought 
I would write a Line to let you know, that 7 moſt firmly 
believe the preſent Operation to be THE WORK «of the 


_ bleſſed Gon; and I, and many of my Charge, I hope 


ſhall foreyer bleſs and praiſe the great GOD for the great 
Diſplay of his | ſpectral Grace, he has lately made in this 
Place, in bringing of many Souls ſauingly” to cloſe with 
CHRIST, and embrace him according to the Goſpel Offer. 

As to the [mprudencies and Irregularities that haue 
been ſaid to attend this bleſſed Work, 7 can ſay nothing 
about them; for I have ſeen (bleſſed be God for it) few 
if any of them. I ſhould greatly rejoice, to have any 


Thing done, that might have a Tendency to promote 
this Work of the bleſſed Gop in this Land, and thro? 
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the World: and ſhould be willing to have my Name 
annexed to any Thing that may be publiſh'd, for the 
promoting and encouraging this Work of Gon. In 
the general, I am full in my Tho'ts with Mr. Edwards 


in his Diſcourfe, upon the preſent Revival of Religion, in 


five Parts; and am willing to have my Name ſet to 


what may be publiſh'd confeflent with that. 


It is my Purpoſe to give in my Teſtimony to this great 
and good Work, and an Account of the Riſe and Progreſs 
of it among us, in a ſhort Time; and therefore ſhall not 
now enlarge. Praying that the GREAT SHEPHERD 
may lead his faithful Ambaſſadors into ſuch Methods and 
Meaſures, (on the Day of their Convention) whereby 
his Glory may be advanced, and the Kingdom of oUR 
Loap and Saviour Jtsus CHRIsT be made to 

| « flouriſh 
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c flouriſh every where, by Souls being brought into it: 
< Intreating an Intereſt in your Prayers to Gop for me- 
and my Charge; I ſubſcribe myſelf your moſt un- 
worthy Servant in the Labours of the Goſpel of the 


© BLESSED JESUS. ey 
© Fobn Wales. © 
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Raynham, Fuly 4th. 1743. 


No. XVI. From the Revd. Mr. Ivory Hove x, 
Paſtor of the ſecond Church in Rocheſter. ? 


A : gp Compliance with the Defire of ſome of the Revd - 
1 Miniſters at Boſton, viz. That the Minifters of this 
© Land who could not be preſent at an appointed Inter- 
view the Day after Commencement, and yet were fully 
E ſatisficd in their own Minds, that there has of late been 
: © an extraordinary Work of GOD's SPIRIT upon the Hearts 
of People in this Land, or a ſpecial Revival of Religion 
in many Places among us, would communicate their 
Thoughts in Writing : Theſe are to inform, that I the 
Subſcriber being fully perſwaded that there has been ſuch 
a Work, ſuch a glorious Out-pouring of the HOLY 
SPIRIT upon our Land of late ; think myſelf obliged 
in Gratitude, and bound in Duty to the GLOoRIOUSO 
AUTHOR of ſaid Work, to join with you in giving Glory 
and Praiſe unto Him for the ſame (according to my Ca- 
pacity.) At the ſame Time am ready to join with you 
alſo in bearing proper Te/timony againſt thoſe Errors in 
Doctrine, and Diſorders in Practice that any may have 
been guilty of, or fallen into ſince this bleſſed Revival. 
In a Word, I having ſeen and carefully peruſed a Decla- 
ration ſigned by the Revd. Miniſters of the Eaſtern A/- 
« foctation of the County of York (which I ſuppoſe you have 
in your Hands) can readily unite with them in each 
Article: Altho' I at firſt Hetated a little when I came 
to that Article of ordaining Miniſters at large, yet when 
I had pondered upon it, and heard their Explanation of it, 
I think 1 can comply with it in the Senſe they intend 
it: So that I need not be more particular in declaring 
my . Sentiments. But earneſtly defiring an Intereſt in 
your Prayers for me and my Flock, I remain yours in 
the Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, | 


« Biddeford, June 26. 1 - * Toory Hoc. 
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An APPENDIX 


Containing ATTESTATIONS which have come to 
the Committee from ſeveral Paſtors ſince the 
Breaking up of THE ASSEMBLY. 


No. I. From the Rev. Mr. APPLETON, Paſtor of the firſt 
Church in Cambridge, in the County of Middleſex. 


- Cambridge, July 19. 1743. 
Reverend Gentlemen, | * ig 


c AY ERAS I was not preſent at the 4//embly ef 
1 Miniſters in Boſton the Day after Commencement, 
© I do now agreeable to the Deſire and Propoſal in the 
© publick Prints ſend in the following ATTESTATION, 
containing my Thoughts concerning the late, and pre- 
© ſent Times, relating to Religion, viz, Pos > 
From what I have heard, and from what J have ſeen, 
and obſerved in ſeveral Towns ; but more eſpecially in 
my own Flack, I can teſtify that there has been in ſome 
of the Years paſt, a religious Concern among People of 
all Ages, but more eſpecially of the younger Sort, that has 
been extraordinary, And I am perſwaded that the 
SPIRIT of GoD has been ſtirring up Convictions in 
Multitudes, beyond what has been common. And there 
is Reaſon to hope that greater Numbers than uſual, have 
had gracious ſaving Impreſſions made upon their Souls ; 
which is to be acknowledged to the Glory of Gop's rich 
and free Grace, And I am perſwaded from my Ac- 
quaintance with Miniſters, that this is the Fudgment and 
Opinion of @ great Number of them whoſe Names will 
not be found in this publick Teſtimony. | 
But then what I look upon as Matter of Lamen- 
tation at this Day is, that thoſe Convictions as to great 
Numbers in theſe Parts of the Land have dyed away 
without leaving any good Effect upon them. And that 
thro the Weakneſs of Men, and the Subtilty of Satan, 
many Errors, Deluſions and Diſorders have crept into 
ſome Places, and much of the religious Concern is de- 
generating into Controverſy. TT” 
- : © But 
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(640 | 
But I pray God * the Te etimonies and the Coun- 
« ſzls, that are or have been given by the Miniſters of 
« CHRIST, may be : bleſſed for the ſup refling every Thing 
of a threatning Aſpect upon theſe Guureles; And that 
* we may all be directed to, and united in, thoſe Meaſures 
© which Gop will own, and bleſs for the further pro- 
moting and advancing the Intereſt and Kingdom of 
« JzsUs CHRIST among us, even that Kingdom of his, 
« which is Righteou Foy” and Peace and Foy in the Holy 
Gt. 


8 ae dopleton. 


No. II. From the Rev. Mr. 8 Paſtor of the 


firſt Church in Plimpton, in the County of Plimouth. 


, Plimpton, July 4. 1743. 

* Was deſirous if Providence had given Leave to have 

been at the CoNVENTION this Week: but my Cir- 

* cumfſtances are ſuch that I muſt be excuſed. I wou'd 

therefore by a Line ſignify, my Thoughts of the York 
which has of late ſo remarkably apprered among us: 

And as I have had Opportunity of ſeeing and canverſing 

with many that have been the Subjects of this Mort, and 

of obſerving their holy, blameleſs and circumſpect Wal 


other than a gloriaus Mor of GoD, and a Day of his 
great Power and Grace; and that all are obliged to own 
and acknowledge it to the Praiſe and Glory of 128 
< Grace. 

I am of Opinion that Mr. Edwards has given a 
: faithful Account of the good Work going on in the Land 
in his Book intitled, Some Thoughts concerning the preſent 
Revival of Pn in NEW- ENGLAND: and well ob- 
© ſerves that ſuch as reject ſuch a Work as be has deſcribed 


6 . e. . 


as not being the Mort of Gon mult reject the Bible, not 


only in ſome particular Paſſages, but in the Subſtance of 


it. Page 60, 6x. And J think he has 7mpartially con- 
C . dered thoſe Things of a bad Tendency which attend the 


< preſent Work of on, and which need to be corrected 


1 and avoided, 


© T have no more to add but my ſincere Prayer, that 
all CyrrsT's Miniſters who may convene on this great 
© Occaſion, 


and Converſation , Jem ſully convinced that it is, no 
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Occaſion, may enjoy much of the divine Preſence, and 
be directed to bear ſuch a TESTIMONY for GoD in this 

remarkable Day of his Grace, as that (by the Bleſſing of 
Heaven) it may ſerve to convince Gainſayers, and to fill 
both the Hearts and Mouths of his Saints with Praiſe 
and - Thankſgiving for the great and good Things which 
God is doing for this People. | 


I beg Leave to ſubſcribe your Brother in the Work of 
© the Goſpel, and humble Servant, 


5 A aA aA nn 


c Jonas han Parker. 


No. III. From the Rev. Mr, Mac Grecors, 
Paſtor of the ſecond Church in Londonderry. in 
the Province of Nzew-HAamMPSHIRE. 


] T was with no ſmall Satisfaction that I heard of ſuch a 
Number of Miniſters meeting in Boſton the 7th Inſtant, 
in order to givea UNITED TESTIMONY to that glorious 
Work of GOD's Power and Grace with which he has 
been graciouſly viſiting our Land. * 
© Tho! my Attendance at the Convention had been but 
of ſmall Conſequence, yet I ſhould gladly have gone 
there to contribute my Mite, had not a long Journey 
Zaſtward prevented me, to. the Proſecution of which 
I was under a previous indiſpenſable Obligation, 
* As to. the remarkable religious Appearances that have 
been in various Parts of our Land theſe two or three Years 
laſt by gone z after the moſt deliberate and impartial In- 
quiry 1 have been capable of making, endeavouring to 
give every Thing its due Weight in the Balances of the 
Sanctuary, I have long ago come to the following Conclu- 
« /ion, in which I am daily more and more confirm'd; viz. 
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That as far as my perſonal Knowledge has reach'd, 
lool upon theſe religious Appearances in the general to 


« be the HAPPY EFFECTS of DiviNE INFLUENCE. 
© I have had an Opportunity of being perſonally and par- 
< ticularly acquainted with a great Number of thoſe who 
© have been the Subjects of religious Concern in this accep- 
table Year of the LORD : And when I hear them de- 
© clare what they have experienced on their own Souls 
< with Reſpect to Conviction, Humiliation, Illumination 
of the Mind in the Knowledge of CHRIST, together with 
« a happy conſequent Change they experience in the Will 
and Afe#ons, and withal obſerve the Correſpondency 
of their Lives with their ace Experiences; I am 
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(42) | 
unavoidably led to conclude, in a Judgment of Charity 
of many of them, that they have really undergone a ſaving 
Change. I have long obſerved a remarkable Uniformity 
in the main Strokes of their ſpiritual Concern, And more 
lately have noticed with particular Pleafure, a great 
Thirft after Doctrinal Knowledge, a greater Inſight into 
their own Hearts, and a Love growing more and more in 
Knowledge and in all Judgment. 

As to Errors in Dodtrine or a, ing and Extra- 
vagancies in Practice that any who have been the Sub- 
jects of the late religious Concern may have fallen into; 
I am humbly of Opinion that rheſe, if ſuch there be, 
ought neither to be winked at, nor repreſented through a 
Microſcope, but proper Teſtimony ſhould be borne againſt 


them. Yet in the mean Time I think they ſhould not 


be repreſented tcn-fold greater than they really are, and 


by this Means the Glory of GOD's Work obſcured 


under a Cloud of imaginary Errors and Diſorders. For 
my own Part I have ſeen /ittle or no Appearance of the 
Growth of Antinomian Errors, or any Thing viſionary 
or ent hu ſiaſticꝶ, either in mine own Congregation or among 


the People in the Neighbourhood where I live. Indeed 


if aſſerting Juſtification by Faith alone, and Denying it 
by the Law as a Covenant of Works, while the eternal 
Obligation of the Law as a Rule of Life, is ſtrongly 
maintained in Practice as well as Profeſſion, if this (I 
ſay) be Antinomian Doctrine; then we have a great 
Growth of Antinomianiſm. Again, if aſſerting the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſupernatural Influence or divine Energy in 
Converſion, or, the Reality of the immediate witneſſing 
and ſealing of the SPIRIT be Enthuſiaſm ; then we have 
a remarkable Spread of Enthuſiaſm: And in theſe Senſes 
may Antinemianiſm and Enthuſiaſm grow more and more 


till they overſpread the whole Land. 


© If you apprehend that the Publication of this Letter, 


or any Part of it, will be of Service to the glorious 


Work of GOD ; J am willing you ſhould make that Uſe 
of it. The Subſtance thereof being what I truſt (through 
divine Aſſiſtance) I ſhall always adhere to, and never be 
aſhamed of. | | 

I ſubſcribe with great Reſpect, one of the meaneſt of 


© your Fellow Labourers in the Vineyard of our common 


David Mac Gregore. 
No, 


Londonderry, Juh 19th, 1743. 
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Principles in Religion, (tho there has been little of that 
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No. IV. From twelve Revd. Paſtors of Churches in 


ConnECTICUT COLONY. 
„ Norwich, June 23. 1743. 
E the Subſcribers, Miniſters of the Goſpel, in (and 
in the Neighbourhood of) this Town, being oc- 
caſionally met here, have juſt had a Sight of a Paragraph 


in the Weekly Po/t- Boy of the 3oth of May laſt, wherein 
it is propos'd by a Number of Miniſters, that ſuch of 
their Brethren as are perſuaded there has been of late, an 
happy Revival of Religion in many Parts of the Land, 


might have an Interview at Boſton the Day after the 
Commencement approaching, and deſire that thoſe who 


may be hindred in Providence, from giving their Preſence 


at the deſign'd Interview, wou'd ſend their Ar TES A- 
TIONS and communicate their Thoughts ſeaſonably in 
Writing. 

© Since we are not like to be at the propos'd Interview, 
we take this Opportunity to ſignify to you that for our 
own Parts we are abundantly ſatisfied that there has of 
late, for about three Years paſt, been a great and won- 
derful Revival of Religion in the ſeveral Places to which 
we miniſter, and in divers others which we are acguainted 
with ; wherein, thro' the mighty Power and Grace of 
Gop great Numbers of Perſons of all Sorts, but eſpecially 


young People, have been greatly awakned, deeply convinc'd 


of Sin; and many, as far as we can judge upon careful 
Obſervation and Examination, truly humbled at the Foot 
of a ſovereign and righteous GOD and /avingly brought 
to believe on the Lord JESUS CnrisT for everlaſting 


Life: and have ſince lived ſo as to give Credit and Con- 


firmation to their Pretenſions; and do now adorn their 
Profeſſion in an humble and holy Life and Chriſtian Con- 
verſation ; walking in the Fear and Love of GOD, and 
bringing forth Fruits meet for Repentance, in the Exer- 
ciſe of the Graces and Virtues of the Chriſtian Life. 

Although many who have made a Profeſſion of Chriſ- 
tianity and Converſion have run into imprudent Things, 
and diſcovered much ſpiritual Pride, by raſh cenſorious 
Judgings, haſty Separations from their Miniſters and 
Brethren, and ſome have embraced wrong Notions and 
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in the Places there we Tor) yet we know of great Num- 
bers who have been happily preſerved from ſuch” Fals 
and Failings, and who carry themſelves like the meek 
and humble Diſciples of the bleſſed IExsus; and ſome 


who have been led aſtray thro' the Subtilty of Satan, 
have, by Grace, been recover'd and in a great Meaſure 


convinc'd of thoſe Follies and Miſtakes, and humbled 
for the Pride and Naughtineſs of their Hearts. And all 
of a bad Tendency and Nature that we have ſeen does 


not give us any Reaſon to think that there has not been 


a great and glorious Work of divine Grace carried on 
among us, and a great Reformation and Revival of 
Religion ; for which we deſire to praiſe and adore the 
ſovereign Mercy of God, 

Our Time is now ſhort, and we can't pretend to 
give a particular Account of the Work of Gop among 
our People, or of the bad Things which have been the 
Concomitants of is bleſſed Work; yet thus much we 
thought ourſelves oblig'd to ſay 0 the Praiſe of divine 
Grace; and the Glory of Him who is the Author of all 
Good, to whom beall Glory, Se. 


* 


We are your Brethren, Sc. 


Toſeph Meacham, - Pa/tor of the Church in Covmierys" 
Benjamin Lord, Paſtor of the firft Church in Norwich: 


+ Hezekiah Lord; Paſtor of a Church in Preſton. 


* Solomon Williams, Paftor of the firſt Church in Lebanon. 


Daniel Kirtland, Paſtor of a Church in Norwich. 


” Jabez Wight, Paſtor of a Church in Norwich. ny 


John Owen, Paſtor of the fir/t Church in Groton. 


Samuel Moſeley, Paſtor of a Church in Windham. * 


Jonathan Parſons, Paſtor of the fit Church in Lyme," 
Eleazer Wheelock, Paſtor of a Church in Lebanon. 
Benjamin Pomroy, Paſtor of the Church in Hebron. 


in; wh, Jewett, Paſtor of the 2d Church in New-Londom. 


x . The Number of Pa tors here ft «ſcribing and ber to u 


remarkable Revival of Religion, thro' an extraordinary divine 


Influence, in many Parts of this Land, is One Hundred and 
eleven. Of theſe One belongs to the Colony: F Rhode- Iſland; 


| £ Eight 70 the Province of New-Hampſhire: Twelve 70 the 
Colony of ConneQicut : The other Ninety 20 the Province of 


| the Maſſachuſetts-Bay.—4:4 there bad doubtleſs been man 7 


* Propoſ- ll that cba 


more Atteſtations ror Brethren in Connecticut, F t 
2 , Bod reach d them ſeaſonably. 
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